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AAUN INTERNATIONAL AFRICA FORUM AND STEERING GROUP MEETING 
11 MAY 2015 

INDABA HOTEL, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 
 

07:00 – 08:00 Hotel guests have breakfast  
08:30 – 09:00 
Main registration 
desk 

Registration  
 

09:00 – 09:30 
Lethabo 

Welcome  
 
Prof Cheryl de la Rey, AAUN Co-chairperson  
 

09:30 – 10:30 
Lethabo 

An overview of AAUN achievements and Strategic Plan  
 
Profs Cheryl de la Rey and John Hearn, AAUN Co-chairpersons  
 

10:30 – 11:00 
Lethabo foyer 

Refreshments  

11:00 – 12:15 
Lethabo 
 
 

Presentations by Theme Leaders  
 
Prof Amanda Minnaar &Dr Amin Mugera: Food Security; Prof Mavis Mulaudzi: Health; Dr 
George Odhiambo: Education; Mr David Doepel: Mining 
 

12:15 
Restaurant 

Lunch  

13:00 – 15:30 
Injabula & Lecture 
venue 16 

Project team breakaway workshops 
 
Workshops to be used for detailed planning 
of research activities, desk top studies, or 
agreeing outlines of papers to be published. 
 
List of project teams to be finalised as soon 
as AAUN PRDF 3rd call successful 
applications have been announced 
 
(tea and coffee available in workshop venue) 

AAUN Steering Group meeting  

15:30 – 17:00 
Lethabo 
 

Report back  
 
Project team PIs 
 

17:00 – 17:15 
Lethabo 

Closure  
 
Profs Cheryl de la Rey and John Hearn, AAUN Co-chairpersons  
 

17:15 – 19:00 Cocktail reception  
(opportunity for hotel guests to freshen up/change if required) 

 
19:00 
Epsom Room 

Welcome dinner in the Epsom Room 
(Guest speaker Mr Ben Playle, Deputy High Commissioner of Australia) 

  
Members who have registered for the ACU SARIMA conference participate in the conference from 12-14 
May 2015 (please note that there is a separate registration process for the ACU SARIMA conference. The 

registration form, applicable fee (there is a discount for ACU members) and programme is available at 
www.acusarima.com). 

 
A joint AAUN/ACU SARIMA session will be held at 16:00 on 12 May as part of the main conference. 
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Global Research. Global Reach. 
 
The National Research Foundation (NRF) leads the way in building local and international links for 
researchers and research institutions. 
 
Working closely with the Department of Science and Technology, the NRF’s International Relations and 
Cooperation (IRC) directorate plays a critical role in proactively facilitating and enhancing international 
scientific collaboration among individual scientists, higher education institutions, research bodies and 
scientific and professional associations in South Africa and abroad. 
 
IRC maintains a broad focus in the following areas: 
 
• Overseas Cooperation (OC) 

Promoting South Africa’s science links on a global front through intergovernmental and interagency 
agreements; facilitation of joint research; and ensuring capacity building in key areas. 

• Africa Cooperation (AC) 
Promoting continental and regional scientific collaboration to address socioeconomic and sustainable 
growth issues in Africa. 

• Multilateral and Strategic Initiatives (MSI) 
o Secretariat for the International Council for Science (ICSU) 

Promoting South African involvement in ICSU organisations to address common concerns such as 
capacity development, data, science and technology in developing countries, ethics and freedom in 
the conduct of science. 

o Knowledge Interchange and Collaboration (KIC) 
Providing mobility funds for local researchers interact with the global scientific community as well as 
bring the international research community to South Africa. 

 
Contact 
 
Dr Aldo Stroebel 
Executive Director International Relations and Cooperation 
 
Michael Nxumalo   Prudence Makhura  Dr Sepo Hachigonta 
Director: Africa Cooperation Director: Overseas Cooperation Director: Multilateral and Strategic Initiatives 
Email: michael@nrf.ac.za   prudence.makhura@nrf.ac.za sepo.hachigonta@nrf.ac.za  
 
 
This event is hosted with the support of: 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 
 
International Mining for Development Centre The Australian Government Department of 

Education 
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