
  
 

 

New South Wales Members Day: Knowledge Partnerships  

AAUN-NSW 11 July 2017 (Draft 2 at 20 April 2017) 

Venue: University of New South Wales 

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES: 

Purpose: The AAUN Membership is growing, with three new members in NSW joining in the past year. In order to 

introduce researchers and educators with Australia Africa interests, build synergies and critical mass, and debate input 

to the new AAUN Strategic Plan 2017-20, we plan a showcase meeting as outlined below. We invite colleagues from our 

member universities in NSW (U Newcastle, UNSW, U Sydney, UTS, UWS) to join in charting mutual advantage and 

support in African Partnerships.  We invite steering group representatives from our members in Queensland (Griffith) 

and Victoria (Melbourne, Monash) to join us for the day. Results will flow to the AAUN Annual Conference and AGM in 

Perth (UWA) 4-5 September 2017, as part of Australia Africa Week and in association with the Africa Down Under 

Conference. 

Focus: This is a time of substantial and rapid change. At a Policy level; we should work with the framework of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the COP Climate approaches – as well as with Australian and African policy 

priorities. AAUN is approaching 5 years old, so we must engage and implement new strengths and reach with new 

members and leadership. Our major program areas in environment, agriculture, food and nutrition security; higher 

education and institutional development; public health in non-communicable diseases; entrepreneurism, employment 

and economic development; must all be globally competitive and locally effective to contribute and to attract 

sustainable resources. What are the needs of our members, and the best way that AAUN can support their success? 

FORMAT:   

SESSION 1. A brief status review of the Australia Africa policy framework, identifying priorities for Australia Africa 

partnerships.  These should align with the strategic plans, strengths and priorities of AAUN members.  

SESSION 2. A research and education showcase open for 3 minute presentations of projects and needs, with exploration 

of interests, synergies and collaborations.  

SESSION 3.  Continuation of research and education presentations, focusing on emerging mutual interests and teams.  

SESSION 4.  A practical exploration of (i) current and future AAUN programs; (ii) development of the next AAUN strategic 

plan in changing times; (iii) cooperation of AAUN with other networks (WUN, ARUA, British Council, Association of 

Commonwealth Universities, RUFORUM).  

Process and teamwork: We are inviting your comments, presentations and ideas in making this day as useful to you as 

possible. Please let us have your advice and input by FRIDAY MAY 12. The resulting draft program will be circulated 

latest by FRIDAY 2 JUNE. The final program will be posted on the AAUN website on 1 JULY 2017. PLEASE NOTE that in 

interests of the environment and cost, we will not be printing programs. Please download the final program and bring it 

with you. 

Background notes: Speakers and discussants. Those wanting to present, please send (i) a 100 word abstract with your 

name, affiliation and summary of your key question, program status, and future directions; and (ii) a 100 word bio 



summary,  to A-Prof Grace Liu (gliu@wun.ac.uk) by FRIDAY 12 May - after which the program will be developed further 

and finalized. The abstracts will be lightly edited and circulated with the final program by 1 JULY. Depending on the final 

program, we will circulate a few selected background documents as appropriate. 

Participants: we expect up to 60 expert participants from our members. This is an internal AAUN business meeting, not 

an open AAUN Conference and Forum – which is in Perth on 4 September.  

Host: We are grateful to UNSW for hosting the AAUN NSW Members Day. This meeting is a prototype for similar 

meetings in other States, so that we can engage in our Annual Conference and AGM as efficiently as possible. 

Registration: Forum and reception registration (at www.aaun.edu.au ) is free, thanks to support from Australian 

Government Agencies (DFAT, ACIAR, and the Department of Education).  

We do need you to register so we can cater. Final Registration will close for participation, program, bios and abstracts 

on Friday 9 June. PLEASE assist us by working with us and observing the deadlines! 

Outcomes: We expect the Members day to establish new alliances, opportunities, programs and projects for our 

members. We will develop a report that goes to the Annual Conference and AGM, to be enhanced by our broader 

Australian and African membership. Some of these programs may qualify for submission to the AAUN Partnership and 

Research Development Fund in October 2017 (seed fund grants of up to $10K for a year to build a program).  

Communications: we encourage you to circulate this notice to colleagues from your or member universities who you 

think may be interested in the proceedings. For further information, please go to our website: www.aaun.edu.au  or 

contact us at the emails provided at the end of this notice. 

 

Program 11 July 2017 

                                                                     Tuesday 11 July 2017 
                                   New South Wales Members Day: Knowledge Partnerships. 

 
Venue: University of New South Wales (Room TBC) 

Time Program 
0800 Venue opens 

0830 Registration & arrival tea 

0915 Opening Plenary Session 1: Australia Africa: Knowledge Partnerships and Priorities 

 Welcome & Introductions 
Prof John Hearn (AAUN) and Prof Prem Remburuth (UNSW) - 5 min each  
 
Opening comments 
Prof Ian Jacobs, Vice-Chancellor and President UNSW; Matthew Neuhaus, Head Africa 
Branch DFAT - 5 min each 
 
Strategic Objectives 
Prof. Kevin Hall (University of Newcastle, Prof. Deborah Sweeney (Western Sydney 
University), Mr. Innes Ireland (UTS), Prof. Prem Ramburuth (UNSW), Prof. Kathy Belov 
(University of Sydney) 
- 5 min each 
  
Discussion - 20 min (All those attending are experts and invited discussants) 

http://www.aaun.edu.au/
http://www.aaun.edu.au/


1015 Plenary Session 2: Research Highlights                                   
Chair: TBC 

 
 

This session will allow up to 10 presentations (30 min total) to introduce researchers and 
educators working in and with Africa to showcase their projects, attract cooperation, and 
establish strategic engagement with African partners. 
 
The topics in this session will include environment, agriculture, food and nutrition security 
along with related public health projects. 
 
ACTION  
PLEASE SEND YOUR PROPOSALS by Friday 12 May (Title and PI, Objective, Status, Future) in 
a 100-word abstract, along with a 100-word bio to gliu@wun.ac.uk.  
These will be pre-circulated and form the background for the discussions 
 
PowerPoint may be used on the day but limited to one slide per minute. 
  
Discussion - 30 min 
 

1115 Morning tea 

  

1145 Plenary Session 3 - Australia Africa: Competitive Advantages in research and innovation 
Chair:  TBC 

 
 

This session will allow a further 10 presentations (30 min total), and move towards the 
competitive advantages of Australia and Africa in international engagement and research 
addressing mutual challenges. 
 
The topics in this session will include institutional development, education, 
entrepreneurism, employment and economic development. 
 
Discussion: 30 min 
 
ACTION – PLEASE SEND YOUR PROPOSALS and BIO’s by Friday 12 May to gliu@wun.ac.uk  

                                       
 

1245-1400 Lunch 
 

  

1400-1530 RESEARCH AND HIGHER EDUCATION PRIORITIES WORKSHOP 
Chairs: Professor Prem Ramburuth and Professor John Hearn 
 

 1. Summary of the Australia-Africa Policy framework including the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Speaker (TBC) 

2. Review current status and relevance of AAUN research programs (refer to AAUN  
annual report) 

3. Future priorities and opportunities for cooperation with other networks WUN, 
ARUA, RUFORUM, ACU, British Council (see strategic plan) 

4. The shape and success of AAUN research and funding strategies in a changing world 
– any major items for reshape of the new AAUN strategic plan. 

5. Funding strategies and priorities for sustainability of research and education 
programs. 
 

mailto:gliu@wun.ac.uk
mailto:gliu@wun.ac.uk
http://aaun.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/AAUN-Annual-Report-2015-16.pdf
http://aaun.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/AAUN-Annual-Report-2015-16.pdf
http://aaun.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/AAUN-Strategic-Plan-2015-17.pdf


Note: this discussion is a consultation and preparation of options for the AAUN AGM in 
Perth on 4 September 2017. 
 

1530-1600 Concluding Session: Prof John Hearn and Member Representatives Panel 
Strategic priorities and programs – next steps, funding and any other business  
 

  

1600-1730 Reception – with light foods 
 

  
Note We expect most of those attending will want to leave after this time. If some would 
like to go on to dinner at a nearby restaurant we can facilitate and arrange a venue. 
Please advise by 2 July 2017 via aaun.events@sydney.edu.au 
 

 
Discussants: All attendees are from AAUN member universities and are encouraged to engage in the discussions so that 
we achieve consensus and outcomes that place AAUN in the most competitive position in delivering research and 
education outcomes, mobility and exchange instruments, partnerships with members and also with external agencies, 
and the attraction of sustainable funding. 
 
Contacts  
Logistics: Ms Marije Nieuwenhuis via aaun.events@sydney.edu.au  
Academic Programme and Bios and Abstracts: Associate Prof Grace Liu gliu@wun.ac.uk 
Academic Programme and strategic direction: Professor John Hearn, john.hearn@sydney.edu.au 
 
Registration 
All those wishing to participate in this AAUN NSW Members Day, please register via this link.  
 
Please check website 
The website will be updated regularly and we ask you to refer to it as we develop the AAUN NSW Members Day and 
associated events further.  
 
***** 
Thank you for your interest and engagement, 
 
Professor John Hearn, Chairman AAUN Australia/Executive Director WUN (john.hearn@sydney.edu.au)  
Associate Professor Grace Liu, Research Development Manager AAUN/WUN (gliu@wun.ac.uk)  
Marije Nieuwenhuis, Program Manager, AAUN/WUN (aaun.events@sydney.edu.au)  
 
***** 
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